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BEACON WRITING 

Of the various systems of handwritin g now taught in schools, 
that which holds the greatest promise is the italic, and this is 
: being widely recognised as its use extends. Italic handwriting 
is a traditional system which has been modernised and adapted 
‘so that in its simplest form it is easier to teach and write than 
print-script ih ball and stick’). Also it readily develops into 
a fine and fluent script when pen and ink are used and it goes 
on progressing in speed and grace as the child grows up. Italic 
handwriting is not so likely to decay under pressure of speed as 
other systems, and is very | eile 

The Beacon Writing Broke which have been produced by 
the co-operation of authors who have experience in the teaching 
of infants, juniors and adults, with myself as calligrapher and 
editor, offer a solution to the problem of teaching children to 
write, for they are intended to be both a means of helping the — 
child to teach himself and of assisting the teacher to teach. 
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A page from Virgil 


You are looking at an example of Roman writing that must be 1,500 years old. 
The scribe has copied a passage from the poet Virgil who lived from 70 to 19 B.C. 
As you see, only capital letters are used, and there are no spaces between words. 
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FOREWORD 


Books Three and Four in the Beacon Writing Series are 
intended for beginners in the use of the italic cursive hand; 
beginners of any age who feel the need for a carefully analysed 
form of instruction, but particularly in its approach and 
language for the Junior child of from seven to ten years. For 
the Junior child the teaching of a cursive hand might corre- 
spond with the first use of the pen and the study of hand- 
writing as a craft. Its transition into other exercises requiring 
written expression will occur quite naturally as the new form 
develops. 

Handwriting has held an undeservedly insignificant place 
in the curriculum. As both a vehicle of thought and an 
artistic craft it forges a strong link between one subject and 
another, between expert and beginner, between artist and 
connoisseur. The ability to produce a good hand is within 
the reach of all; there are no intellectual barriers, neither is 
an advantage in years an asset, so that here in this one subject 
teacher and child can work together on equal terms with 
mutual understanding and sympathy and excitement. Here, 
the discouraged child may discover a new power and. a 
srowing confidence in his own ability. 

The exactness of achievement that is required in these first 
lessons demands a self-imposed discipline of accurate listening, 
accurate seeing, and accurate performance, that is, in itself, 
a basic training of immeasurable value. No other subject 


> 


reveals our inadequacies in this respect so plainly; success, 
however limited, is a satisfying and exhilarating reward. The 
progress that is demonstrated so clearly in the craft of hand- 
writing becomes apparent at the same time in other subjects. 
The same fundamentals are needed, good habits and the 
power to criticize usefully one’s own performance. 

There are indeed no margins nor limits to the interests 
that emerge from a deeper study of our subject. With our 
pupils we look at original examples and facsimiles of the 
work of our forebears, and want to know more about their 
materials and tools, or we look abroad at the work of artists 
and craftsmen of other countries and civilizations and want 
to know something of their background and thought. We 
measure and assess what we see with a growing discernment 
and know that reason and knowledge add something to the 
value of our judgements. 

These books have been the outcome of an experiment in 
teaching that has borne unexpected fruit. I feel that much 
more was achieved than the threefold purpose, rhythmic 
ease, legibility and pace in handwriting. A direct method of 
instruction was used and is used in this book, there are no 
modifications in the words used to express processes, each 
craft has its own language and this becomes part of a working 
vocabulary. 

Winifred Hooper 
Ealing, 
Summer 1959 
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Lindisfarne Gospels 


This is from one of the finest books ever made. It was written in the North of 
England and is now one of the treasures of the British Museum. Would you 
have guessed it was over 1,200 years old? 


STAGE ONE 


This is a book about handwriting, about good handwriting, 
or if you would like to use another word, about calligraphy. 
When you are able to write a good hand, and to know why 
it is a good hand, then you can say: Well, now I am a 
calligrapher. 

Perhaps you know another word which means almost the 
same thing as calligrapher. It is the word ‘scribe’. You may 
remember reading of scribes in the Bible, or perhaps you 
have seen pictures of old manuscripts, some of them hundreds 
of years old, the work of scribes. We could talk for a long 
time about scribes and their wonderful work, but let us not 
do so today, because we want to get on with our own 
calligraphy, and when we can do a little, we shall enjoy, so 
much more, the work of the great scribes of our own and 
other countries. 

We want to begin to learn some of the things that can 
make handwriting. attractive, so_attractive that we can look 
at it again and again. Have you ever felt like that about any- 
thing you have seen? Have you ever felt that you wanted to 
look again and then again at some beautiful thing? Have you 
noticed that each time you look at it, it seems to become more 
lovely, to grow in loveliness? I think that a picture by a great 
artist is like that. If you have ever seen one, you will know 
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what I mean. One of our great poets, John Keats, believed 
this, and wrote about it like the great artist he was. This is 
what he wrote: 


A thing of beauty is a joy for ever, 

Its loveliness increases; it will never 

Pass into nothingness; but still will keep 

A bower quiet for us; and a sleep 

Full of sweet dreams, and health and quiet breathing. 


Do you like those lines? I never tire of them. I think you 
can enjoy them, even if you do not quite understand them. 
Their meaning or sionificance grows. But we, too, are to 
make a ‘thing of beauty’, as we become good calligraphers. 

I used to think that if I tried hard enough, I would become 
a fine writer, and I did try very hard, but did not produce 
anything that was beautiful. I did not know enough to be- 
come a fine calligrapher. I did not know the rules; and the 


‘curls and flourishes, I sometimes added, looked odd and 


fussy, and did not go well with the other letters. We are often 
like that when we learn to play the piano or violin. We want 
to do the grand, exciting things straight away, but find we 
must stick to some very simple exercises. The young dancer 
who hopes to become a ballerina, the cricketer who dreams 


of becoming a Test player, both find that they must learn the 
rules and movements first. The more anxious they are to 


become experts, the more careful they must be to begin well 
however easy and monotonous that beginning may seem. 
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STAGE ONE 


True ease in writing comes from art, not chance, 
As those move easiest who have learned to dance. 


So handwriting needs care and patience and perseverance 
much more than pen and paper; and you will soon discover 
how important a pair of eyes can be, eyes that have been 
trained to see. 

Are you wondering when we are going to begine Well, 
let us begin now. I believe you will say: Isn’t this easy? It 
isn’t very difficult, but because it is the beginning, it 1s the 
most important stage of all. 

You have a special pen that can be used to make up-hill 


strokes like this: 
ve a 


very delicate and very thin, and down-hill strokes like this: 
NNANANN 


stronger and thicker. The fine up-hill strokes are used more 
frequently and are called ‘hair-lines’. Can you guess why? 

If you find it easy to make the up-strokes thin, and the 
down-strokes thick, you are probably holding your pen 
comfortably and correctly. Would you like to try some hair- 
lines? Don’t forget that they slope very steeply: 

Oe ae 

Suppose you thought of them as hill-slopes. Well they 
would be too steep for you to walk up; too steep for you to 
cycle up; in fact, too steep for both the pedestrian and the 
cyclist; and even, too steep for the motorist. Try one line in 
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your book, very lightly. Remember they are hair-lines 
ascending: 
TG TE ME A ST ae en ae ar ae 

Have you finished? Did your hair-lines slope steeply, and 
were they really HAIR-lines? If they are done well, they 
always remind me of a fine shower of April rain, because 
they all slope the same way, as if swept by a gentle wind. 
That is one of the things that makes good handwriting so 
beautiful, and that makes rain beautiful and fascinating to 
watch. The slightest breeze will catch its gossamer fineness, 
but whatever its drift, the delicate, transparent shafts will 
continue to follow a common direction. They are all parallel, 
one to another. Will you look about you and see if there are 
any other lines in the room that are parallel to each other? 

Did you find those hair-lines easy? If you did, your pen is 
sloping from the paper towards your right elbow. Now if 
you can, keep your pen in the same position, and then come 
down-hill on the other side, like this: 


up \ down up. ~ down 
you will notice that the steep down-hill stroke is a thicker 
stroke. Let us try some of these thicker down-hill strokes: 


NNN NAN ANN NNN ONAN 


What a different feeling it gives. We skimmed over the 
paper so lightly going up, but coming down the pen dragged 
a little, as though a brake was on. Let us try a few of each: 


LEAL EEL, ANS SN 
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The down-strokes are not very much like fine April rain, 
but more like a heavy downpour, those strong, slanting, grey 
spears of rain we get ina thunderstorm, when we sometimes 
say: It is just teeming down! 

Let us draw some more, all sloping the same way, all 
parallel to each other. Shall we try to make them the same 
size, too? You will remember that they are very steep, too 
steep for a pedestrian, dangerously steep for a cyclist, even 


for a tobogganer: NANANNN 


They look more attractive if we keep these three rules. 
1. All sloping the same way, that 1s, parallel to each other. 
2. All the same size. 
3. All spaces equal. 
Can you do that? Try. 
We can begin to enjoy these strokes now. Let us mix 
them, in interesting groups, up-hill hair-lines and down-hill 
strokes. We can arrange them as we like in small numbers, 


carefully following the first rules of calligraphy: 
JL) / / ASNAWNN SALLE >NNYS 


LVN LVN SVN 
WNW 77 NNN 
WAY WWW WW 


IWIN VY INS NN NS OY 
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Now let us give ourselves a serious test. There are three 
things to do: 


1. A line showing a series of hair-lines. 
2. A line showing down-hill strokes. 
3. A line showing both. 


Have you done that? Well, let us suppose that you are the 
teacher. You are going to mark those three lines to discover 
the best calligrapher. You want to be very fair, and so you 
must have some rules to help you. These rules will help you 
to judge quite fairly, when you mark your own work: 


1. Give 5 marks for the size. 5 


If the strokes are all of equal height you get 5 
out of 5. 


2. Give 5 marks for the hair-lines. 5 


Are they all thin, resembling hairs? 


3. Give 5 marks for the slope of the hair-lines. 5 


Are they really steep? 
Are they parallel? 


4. Give 5 marks for the downward strokes. 5 


Are they steep tog? 
Parallel? 


5. Give 5 marks for the three lines together. 5 


Does the whole passage look good, and well- 
arranged? 
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That makes a maximum of 25 marks. How many marks 
have you scored? You would be quite remarkable if you 
could score 25; you would be very good indeed, if you could 
score 16 the first time. 

Here are the tests of two girls aged eight to nine years. 
What marks would you give them? 


SE EA ae | [/// 
VANVANANAN VA LVS 
TFC ON EET Tit ANTE 
WAN /// ANM Wi 2 7 NS 
WWW a a. 
VANVANNA ANN 
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The Golden Gospel 


This manuscript was written 900 years ago, in the eleventh century. You will 
still not be able to read it because it is in Latin, the language of the Romans. 
Small letters are appearing but the words are not spaced as we space them today. 


STAGE TWO 


Did you manage to practise any more hair-lines? If you did, 
we are ready to study some letter-shapes. We are quite ready, 
because we know something about slope, and because we 
know how to hold the pen. Once we have discovered that 
right position, we do not change it. The same pen position 
will give us both the finest hair-line, and the heaviest slanting 
down-stroke. 

Shall we practise a few, in order to be quite sure that we 
can do these strokes, without pressing on the pen to make the 
down-strokes thicker: 

LEP A FP MONS 


The slanting or diagonal down-stroke is much harder, but 


it is not used very often. The delicate hair-line is used in. 


almost every letter-form. Do you know why some strokes 
are thicker than others although we are not using any 
pressure? Study the tip of your nib, and you will probably 
see the reason. It is a special nib, shaped rather like the fine 
quills some of the famous scribes used five hundred years 
ago. A pointed nib would not give you this variation in 
thickness, and this variation, light and dark strokes flashing 
over the page, is the sunshine and shadow of calligraphy. 
Can you imagine how flat and dull the world would be 
without these two contrasting things? Here is the glorious, 
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radiant, life-giving sun; and there, beneath the trees, the cool, 
tranquil, patterned shade. 

Today, we are going to practise a new stroke, one that we 
shall use continually - another down-stroke. I believe it is 
used in every letter except eight; that is, in eighteen letters of 
the alphabet. It is not as light as the hair-line nor as heavy as 
the strong, diagonal down-stroke. It is almost vertical, but 
not quite. It is a lovely running stroke. 

This new down-stroke leans slightly forward like a 
runner — or like a skater gliding along. Of course, a skater 
would never lean backward or his heels would go up. He 


leans slightly forward, and then he is nicely balanced like 
his: 
EIT PETE OO CERT He Cay 


So now we have three strokes we can use, and with those 


we can proceed with our alphabet. Here they are: 


1. UP JA ////// the delicate hair-line. 
2. DOWN NNNNNNN - the strong, diagonal 


down-stroke. 


3. DOWN III IIIS the running down-stroke. 


and we must practise Number 3, the one that reminds us of a 
‘skater or a runner, a little more: 


ETP REEL, She ok: Pee eT 


Do you agree that it is the easiest of all? If you have done 
it well, you are a promising calligrapher. Watch the slope 
very carefully — not too much, not too little. Think of the 
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skater; too much, and he will fall on his face; too little, and 
he is on his back. So study your angle very carefully, and 


then practise it until you give yourself full marks: 


LP PRD EET T A ETE hehe as 


We are going to use this new stroke, Number 3, with our 
first stroke, Number 1; the running stroke with the hair-line, 
and with these two strokes we shall make a number of letters. 
They will be easily recognized as members of the same 
family, because they are alike. 

Let us begin by having an eye test. Our eyes may be per- 
fectly good, but quite untrained, so that we miss all the 
things, or some of the things, that we should see. Copy this: 


Piper 
Have you done it? Let us test our power of seeing. You 
should be able to answer, Yes, to these three questions: 
1. Does the first down-stroke slope very slightly forward 
like the skater? 
2. When you turn into the hair-line at the bottom, do you 
turn with a very narrow curve, not a point? 


L is right F is wrong 


3. Is the hair-line at the end very steep? 

Well, did you get all three answers? Be sure to practise this 
shape until you are certain it will pass every test. Never make 
the same mistake twice, because you will be practising some- 
thing that is wrong, and it will soon become a bad habit: 


CELUELELEL 
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It is very important not to get a round back like this C 
for that shape would belong to another letter, so let this 
young group carry themselves with straight shoulders. 

Below are some letters which start correctly, but only one 


ends correctly. Which is it? Look closely! 
PoP h kf 


Which did you select? I hope it was the second. 
Here is another observation test. It will show how much 

you can observe about three letters. There they are at the 

bottom of this paragraph. Each of the three letters has been 

written three times. Study them in turn, and then altogether, 

and see how many observations you can make about them. 

I think you should notice ten things. When you have 

finished, look at the answers and total you score. 

iiitttlll 

ANSWERS 

. The down-strokes slope forward and are parallel. 

. The curves at the bottom are narrow. 

. The hair-lines are steep and parallel to each other. 

. The three letters are of different height. 

. The ‘t’ is taller than the ‘i’. 

. The ‘t’ is shorter than the ‘T’. 

. The ‘t’ has a cross, the ‘i’ a dot. 

. The cross of the “t’ is horizontal. 

. The cross of the “t’ is about as high as the ‘7’. 

. The dot over the ‘i’ is about as high as the top of the ‘t’. 


Oo ON NAM FBP WY ND 


jm 
Oo 
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That was a very thorough test, and I expect you noticed 
most of those points. They are all important. If you had to 
re-arrange the answers and put the most important first, and 
then continue until the least important came last, I wonder 
what your arrangement would be. 

Did you notice the word horizontal in the eighth answer? 
It is a word you should know because it has a particular 
meaning of its own, that we often need to express. Can you 
find out what it means? When you have done so, find some 
horizontal lines or edges in the classroom and in your books. 
Find some vertical lines too. Say the two words very care- 
fully, and then you will find you can spell them: hor-i-zon- 
tal, ver-ti-cal. | 

Let us perfect these family shapes before we practise the 
letters: 


ce ltl itl ici HAD es ae 


When you find the shapes flowing along quite easily, 
going with a swing or a beat like walking and running, like 
poetry and music, then you are writing rhythmically. Say, if 
you like, some lines from Hiawatha as you write, and you 
will notice that this family of letters has the same steady 
rhythm: 

Then the little Hia -watha 


l l l l 


Took his bow and took his arrows 


l 
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The work of a scribe of the thirteenth century 


You can see this fine example of a scribe’s work enriched with beautiful colours 

in the British Museum. Look closely at the exquisite detail in the capitals. 

Little did the writer know that this page would be treasured and studied for 
seven hundred years. 
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Now let us make some attractive groups, but remind 
yourself first of the ten points in the observation test: 


CUeUdecece Ue deeeee LULU 
(tte te Te ae a a 
(titetititibitue mati tia ak 
tititrtvtitet titi 
Our calligraphy is beginning to look beautiful. Can you 
see the light and shadow of those flashing strokes? Does it 
remind you of falling rain, with its return splash in the 
hair-line. 


Try some more patterns and then let us see how many 
words we can make from these three letters. I can think of 


five: 
it ill tit lit till 
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Bau : cy 


{i Welment tetter ecerne pane immente ¢ tbe, 


A music manuscript from Worcester Cathedral 


I think you will be interested in this music manuscript from a service book o 
Worcester Cathedral, written six hundred years ago. The dazzle of gold leaf, 
which was used in the illumination of capitals, does not photograph well; its 


‘shining surface gives a pale effect. 


a] 


~~ 


STAGE THREE 


I think the first two stages are the most important and per- 
haps the most difficult. You will often find that a shape that 
looks simple is very hard to do, while the one that looks so 
difficult or complicated, is frequently quite easy. So I must 
warn you to be quite sure that you are satisfied with the 
letters, ‘i’, ‘t’? and ‘I’, before you leave them. It would be a 
good idea to try them through once more to see if they pass 
all the tests. The ‘i’ first; a slight slope for the down-stroke 
like the runner’s position, and a sharp curve leading into the 
hair-line. 


This is wrong: VV and this is wrong: LC 
This is right: CUL 


Avoid the curved back (¢ 
feeble and sagging with weariness. It hasn't the spring and 
energy and the fine straight back of the true letter: 


LLL 


I hope you have remembered where to cross the ‘t’ and 


how tall the ‘t’ is. 
itl itl itl 


Is it safe to leave these letters? Try them and see. 
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Here is a new shape: 


You may think this is quite, quite simple, but before we 
start writing, let us examine it, so that we see it as it is. 
Answering these questions in turn will help us: 

1. Is it a circle? 

2. Is it upright? 

3. Where is the stroke thicker? 

4. Where does it start? 

I hope you said, No to the first question. It is an ba It 
has an elliptical shape: 


OOO circles 
<> 000 elliptical shapes or ovals. 


The elliptical shape at the top of this page is taller than 
it is wide, but the circle is just as wide as it is high. Can you 
see that they are related in this way to squares and oblongs? 

I hope you said No to the second question, too. Our letter 
is not quite upright because it will need to stand with the 
other families of letters in that forward position. Writing is 
not stationary, it moves; like the pedestrian, the runner; like 
the dancer, the skater; and so, like them, it leans slightly 
forward. 

We can answer questions 3 and 4 together. It is slightly 
thicker at the starting point: oa r 
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and slightly thicker before it turns at the bottom, on the 


left: § 00 


If we were looking at a map we would say, thicker at the 
N.E. and S.W. 
Let us see what we can do with this elliptical letter: 


000 000 000 


and now all our letters: 


otto otto ottottottotto otto otto 
oi ot ol ol ot ot ol ol ot oi 
lolololo lolololo lolololo 
to too tool lo lot loot oil toil 


Can you think of any more words that can be made from 
these four letters? Can you make any other attractive groups? 
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From an Indian manuscript book, A.D. 1590 


Here is a very different example of calligraphy. In some eastern countries the 
handwriting was considered worthy of a place in the picture. This picture was 
painted by two Court artists and it represents the Emperor Akbar, who ruled in 
India at the same time as our Queen Elizabeth I reigned here, Superintending 
the making of the Garden of Fidelity at Kabul. Can you find some examples 
of the calligraphy of scribes of China, Greece, Persia and other countries: 


STAGE POU. 


Although you may find this hard to believe, the worst part 


of our work is over. If you can do: 
1. UP a the delicate hair-line 
2, DOWN  NNNNNNN the strong diagonal line 
3,DOWN JIIITIT the running line 
4. Peet bt 3 and 1 combined 
5. 000000 the ellipse 


then you will complete all the letters of the alphabet quite 
quickly. But you must be able to do those fundamental lines 
and shapes very well indeed, if the twenty-two remaining 
letters are to be good. Be sure, then, to give yourself a very 
strict test before you go any further, or you may be dis- 
appointed with your results. If you are doing these five 
exercises satisfactorily, then you know that your pen-hold 
is good, and that you are beginning a training, a training to 
write with speed and with a tireless ease. 

We are going to start this stage with a shape that is re- 
peated again and again in another family of letters. It is not 
3 and 1 combined as in the ‘i’, but the reverse. It is 1 and 3 
combined; a short hair-line, a curve, the running down- 
stroke: 
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There is no point at the top; just steep hair-line, narrow 
curve, and running down-stroke. Practise this pattern 
beginning with three hair-lines: 


pies! Ss i MS RI: I Ta Saline 


That is only part of the letter. The second part is much the 
same, but to do it we must not lift our pen from the paper. 
So let us begin another, and when we have reached the bottom 
of the down-stroke, then, immediately, the pen travels up 
the same stroke, inclining, as it does so, a little to the right, 
so that when it is about half-way up, we can see that it is 
gradually branching away. This branching away is very 
gradual indeed; there is no sudden break as though the stem 
of a flower had been broken, but just this gradual growing 
away from the main stem. At the right level, there is a curve, 
almost like the first curve, and then again, the running down- 
stroke: 


ae 


But still the letter is unfinished. It wants a final hair-line, so 
that the last two strokes bring us back to our friend the ‘7’: 
Oe ER OE TES EEO 

The middle stroke, going up from the bottom, reminds me 
of a jet of water going up quite straight from its shaft. About 
halfway up it loses some of its force, and sways a little to the 
right. Then it curves over, and falls. Have you noticed fire- 
works doing the same thing? So the ‘n’ family will remind us 
of two beautiful things, fountains and fireworks: 


nnn nnn nnn nnn 
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This family makes me think of twins. The two curves of 
the ‘n’ and the three curves of the ‘m’ should be related to 
each other; they should be alike in height, in width, in slope: 


MMAM Nn MINN 


ni nl nl mime mt in im in im 
This must be the right time to test our reading. Let us 
discover how well you can remember the things you have 
read. First, copy the exercise above. 
Now look at your ‘n’s’ and ‘m’s’: 
1. Is the first stroke in each steep and delicate? —_— [1 mark] 
2. Is it topped by a narrow curve, not a 
point? [x mark] 
3. Are the top curves related to each other? —_— [1 mark] 
4. Are the running strokes parallel to each 
other? [x mark] 
5. Are they the same distance apart? [x mark] 
6. Does each letter end with a sharp curve 
followed by a steep hair-line? [2 marks] 
How did you get on this time? Are you a good reader, able 
to follow and remember the instructions that you read? Let 
[ us combine the ‘n’ and “m’ with some or all of the other 
letters we have practised: 


nmnm in im on om nmnmnn 


no ni nt nl ln tn in on 
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noon tin lion nil on tonnot loon moon loom 
nmnmnmnmnm 


The ‘n’ and ‘m’ always strike me as being very peaceful 
and calm, keeping all the rules, and just rippling along, 
gently and evenly. When my writing deteriorates, I do a 
few ‘n’s’ and ‘m’s’ and then it recovers. I like to do a group, 
with the end of one letter almost joined to the beginning of 
the next. You can only do that if your hair-line is very steep. 

We now have six letters, enough to build a number of 
words like 


mint, lint, lino, not, toll 
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I have called this chapter ‘Stage 4 continued’, because I am 
quite sure you will agree that the following letters are closely 
related to the ‘n’ and ‘m’, and so are in the same family. The 


first, the letter: I, 


should be quite simple to do. Do not forget the slight slope 
of the first down-stroke like a skater gliding forward; and be 
very careful of the curve — not too broad; and careful of the 
second down-stroke — it should be parallel to the first. Here 
is a short exercise to practise: 


hhh hihihih hhh 


So many words begin with: 


th 


that I think we should practise this combination. They look 
very uncomfortable if they are too close together, like 
people in a tightly packed queue. Although they are often 
together, like good companions, they need some breathing 
space. A careful hair-line at the bottom end of the ‘t’, helps 


to show how much: 
th th th th th 
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Is the space between the down-stroke of the ‘t’ and the ‘h’ 
about the same as the width at the lower part of the ‘h’? 


Remember, this is wrong: IN 
and this is right: h 


Are you quite sure that you can make a perfect ‘h’? Then 
you are ready to try the next member of that family: 


b 


You can see that the ‘h’ and ‘b’ are exactly alike until the 
last stroke, when the ‘h’ moves to the right with a delicate 
ascending hair-line, and the ‘b’ curves in to the left, straighten- 
ing a little as it meets the first stroke. The last pushing stroke 
is almost a horizontal line, but notice the word ‘almost’ and 
do not produce a flat straight line, like this: 


b this is wrong. Too flat. 
b this is right. Just balanced. 
b this is wrong. Too pointed. 


The stroke thickens a little at the end if we are holding the 


pen correctly: 
hb hb hb hb hb hb 


When you practise a letter, stop after the first one, to see 
if it passes all the tests. Try again, if it does not, and stop 
again, examining the letter carefully to see if it is satisfying. 
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Then, when you can give yourself full marks, try a series of 
letters and see how well they look. 

We now come to a letter which many people find curiously 
difficult. It ends with a short, firm, horizontal line and that is 
the difficulty. Do you know how a builder tests a surface to 
see if it is horizontal. He uses a spirit level. Have you seen 
one? He can also test his vertical surfaces. Do you know what 
he uses? It would be interesting to find out. 

This letter begins like the ‘n’. There is the steep hair-line, 
the curve, the down-stroke, and then the rocket going up, 
following the path of the down-stroke for about half its 
distance, then breaking away a little, just as though it would 
curve over and descend: 


y 


But no, it doesn’t descend. It travels a very short distance 
in a horizontal line. It seems as though the rocket started to 
streak across the sky and then went out: 


fr Ate Ga 


It is a lovely letter finished excellently by that simple, 
horizontal line, but its simplicity deceives us. We think we 
see a waving curve, but look again and you will see it is an 
effect given by the thickening stroke: 


¥~ this is wrong; it is curved. 
Y this is right; short horizontal end. 
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Try this exercise: 


Leys 

mrmrmrm rn+rm rn rm 

rh rl rt tr lr hr br rb rh rt 
thr thr thr thr thr thr 


Can we think of some words using the letters we have 
studied? 


or orb rob rot root nor tor bob lob mob 


noon roommoor morn torn horn moth 


SAGE Vie 


Stage 5 will be the shortest, for we shall deal with only one 

letter. You will need to be very observant, for this one is 

rather difficult to describe. It is made by two strokes both- 

starting from the top, both going in opposite directions. 
The beginning or first stroke is this: 


CELOL 
It is something like an ‘1’, but curved a little. The second 
stroke: Sisal, 


is something like a comma. Here are the two together: 
CCL" 76 CECE 


The last stroke nearly divides the letter into two parts, 
but the top part must be the smaller. 


This is wrong: @ 


This is right: c 


ieteme bere he ell bell tell eel heel 
meet teem let bet met net better 
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IHES VS CHAILST VS 
Filivs DET IN BET 
LT PEeEMIVDAE NASCI 


oe 7 
Peebauanus vo li Te aver 


ee Pe as 
contra lu des ee 7 r : 
mar Chri (tu xLanno Au 


guy Lonanum: Xv Ther 
Se 

ee Passum. | a . 
: Anu cnines atin: ab Abraham Uusgue on 


nauuitarem chrifh au xy 
s al Confudre : | 
ali Q serinus ex confilie Senatus lud.eam MISsUS COMA 
: Ky - - . i 
 heminum posse] Jeonum ¢ deferibit 


‘fe : e 
Vimo Cxcy. 


From a fifteenth-century manuscript book written in Italy 
by Bartolomeo San Vito 


This is a very charming page, full of interesting discoveries. We enjoy not 
only the script in its varied forms, but the picture too with its lovely background 
and appearance of light. 
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We have studied ten letters, three vowels and seven con- 
sonants. This new family or group will include another 
vowel and four consonants. 


What do you think of this shape? 


J00 


I hardly know what name to give it. Could we call it a 
circle? No! An ellipse? No! An oblong? No! An oval? No! 
An egg shape? No, not quite! 

No: it is none of these, for they are all symmetrical. You 
could fold a circle, an ellipse, an oblong, each of them in 
halves and each half would match the other. Symmetrical is a 
useful word. Can you remember it? This new shape is not 
symmetrical, but how fascinating it is. It does resemble an 
egg a little because it is narrower at the bottom, besides being 
longer than it is wide, but that narrow part at the bottom is 
not in the middle. It is towards the left. The top is interesting, 
too. There is a pushing stroke from the right to the left. This 
pushing stroke gives a slightly flattened look to the top; it 
ends in a curve to the downward stroke. The downward 
stroke, very slightly curved, slopes slightly like the running 


stroke: 


ey a ae an ash 6) awe (ery 
AI 
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Do you recognize our skating friend when you look at 
that down-stroke? 


NICHI CHIC IIE 


It slopes just enough for good balance. Practise these 
strokes giving a good push-off at the beginning. It is so easy 
to make the first pushing stroke too short. 

Now we have the sharp turn into the hair-line that we used 
in the second stage. This hair-line continues to ascend until 
it meets the starting point of the letter: 


Cee ey 


Have you managed to get this mysterious shape and do you 
think it is a good one? You may be surprised to know that 
you have used it before. Turn back to Stage 4, and look 
closely at the second part of the letter ‘b’. Turn this shape 
upside down and look again. Now make the perfect shape 
and then test it: 


1. Is it wider at the top? [x mark] 
2. Does the down-stroke slope? [x mark] 
3. Is there a narrow curve at the bottom on 
the left side? [x mark] 
4. Is there a steep hair-line going up to the 
commencing stroke? [x mark] 


5. Do your thicker portions occur in the same 
places as those in this book? — [t mark] 
Have you earned frve marks? Only if you have done so 
should we complete the shape. The last part of the letter is 
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simple. It is Stage 2 again, the letter ‘1’ form: 


Can you fit the letter ‘a’ into a series of running down- 
strokes? 
QI/Alalal! 


Do not make them too square. To look graceful and 
elegant, an ‘a’ should be taller than it is wide; perhaps twice 
as tall. | 

Not this Q_ which is too squat; 


but this @ which has a slender grace. 


Do not make the letter too angular. Squares and oblongs 
are angular; but circles, ellipses, curves are not: 


AAA dda aaa aaa Aaa 


Shall we try a letter “d’? When you have finished the first 
part, and you are satisfied with it: 


W 
then start from the top and add the letter ‘I’: 


gall dddd 


We call the part of the ‘d’ that is above the ‘a’ the ascender. 
The ‘d’ is as tall as the ‘h’, the ‘ and the ‘b’: 


adadad adadad adadad 
q 
adadad 
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Here is a fascinating letter, one that I know you will enjoy. 
Instead of having an ascender like the ‘d’, it has a descender, 


a gay, swinging, happy-go-lucky descender: 


III 


You see what happens after the Q shape. The sloping 
running down-stroke goes well below the line and then 
swings boldly to the left, beyond the rest of the letter. The 
stroke continues upward, in the direction of the first line we 
used, the delicate hair-line. There it is, almost running into 
the other hair-line of the letter 


J 


I believe this will be one of your best letters. So many 
letters look simple, but turn out to be difficult; here is one 
that looks very difficult, but is actually as easy as a smile. Do 
not add a curl, to that tail: 


Wrong - J — the curl is fussy and anxious. 
Right bs J ~ the swing is light-hearted and swift. 
Wrong — g ithe wavering end is timid and uncertain 


Right — J — the upward swing is bold and sure and 


gives balance. 


Balai! 
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If you imagine slanting lines supporting the “g’, you can 
see that the descender needs to stand out farther to the left 
than the upper part of the letter: 


99.19 9 '9 dg eg ag 4g 
ing ang erg elg arg ing 
thing ring ding-a-ling 


59 9° G49" GG G49 


This next letter has a descender, too: 


ay 


It looks easier than the “g’, but let us analyse it, divide it 


into its parts: 0 q q q q 


It is the third part that we should examine, because that 
little back movement will hardly show when the letter is 
completed. That final stroke, too, is just a very short, horizon- 
tal line. Practise this letter very carefully, and afterwards read 
all the notes again to see if every point has been remembered. 

The last of this series is the C. 

It is just like an unfinished 7, except for the hair-line, 
which is omitted. Instead, there is a slightly, very slightly, 
wider curve at the bottom. 
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Not this: ¢ 
but this: C 


Ms 
I4 5454 54 
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Twins are sometimes exactly alike, so that we cannot see any 
differences between them, and then they are called identical 
twins, sometimes they are alike in some respects, but not in 
others, and then we say they are unidentical. These two 
letters may belong to the same family, because there are 
certain likenesses or similarities, but they are also quite unlike 
each other in a number of ways. Let us look at them: 


s f 
a 


Have you noticed how they are alike, how they can be 
compared? I expect you have guessed the meaning of the 
word ‘compare’, but use your dictionary, and see if your 
guess was a right one. Find the word ‘contrast’, too, because 
we shall need to use it as well. 

Look again at the two letters. Compare them and con- 
trast them in as many ways as you can. Have you discovered 
all these points of comparison? They are alike because: 

1. The top and bottom curves are similar. 

2. The bottom curve is slightly larger than the top in both 

letters. 

3. The curve is rather flattened at the top. 
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What points of contrast have you noticed? They are 
unlike because: 
1. The ‘f’ has an ascender and a descender, but the ‘s’ is 
only as tall as the ‘a’. 
2. The slope between the top and bottom curve is quite 
different. A strong diagonal line such as we practised in 
our first exercises is here again in the middle of the ‘s’ 


SNNNSSS55 


but the ‘f” slopes the other way, like the quick running stroke 


oak 


3. The ‘f is crossed like the ‘t’, and the cross is in the same 
position as the cross of the 't’. 
Now, having used our eyes and observed all we can, 
° 8 . ° e ° z ° ° 
observed their similarities and their differences, let us 
practise some of each in turn. We will begin with a few of 
the first strokes, strokes 1 and 2: 


+ Fs dee 
3. - \WQANNS ANNANNN 


That second stroke is the one we want for ‘s’: 


NNNNSSNNNNSSNNNAN 
SASS ES 
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Does it remind you of a meat-hook in a butcher’s shop? 
It is something like the two horse-shoes we see over a black- 
smith’s door. 

The hair-line and strong, diagonal down-stroke were the 
first we learned. The third was the running down-stroke 


HITT 


which we use so often. This is the one we use for the ‘f’: 


wifiifuipfiuf 


Study the curves at the top and bottom very carefully, and 
when you have finished a few examples, compare and con- 
trast them with yours. 

Would you like to put these unidentical twins together? 


TOSS: PUITNNNS FEIT NNNS AY 
The words below use some of the letters we have practised: 


sing sands sell roses sang 


fall fill fine fans fling 
The “f’ makes me think of flying; angels flying, snow 
flying, a flock of birds, a flight of planes, a flurry of wings. 


49 


BEACON WRITING BOOK THREE 


flying, flying fairies flying, 


sighing, sighing, summer dying 


Write: 


What a lot of words beginning with ‘f’ bring a picture of 
movement in the air or on the surface of water: 


flitter flutter flinging flotsam 
floating flight falling flapping 
unfurling f lowing fannin y 
Do you know the poem on ‘London Snow’ on the opposite 
page. I find it charming because of the quiet, falling sounds 
of the letters, ‘f’, ‘I’ and ‘s’: 
I wonder how Robert Bridges would have written it. He 


loved beautiful calligraphy and once said that it was ill- 
mannered to write badly or illegibly. 


bie) 


When men were all asleep the snow came flying, 

In large white flakes falling on the city brown. 

5 tealthily and perpetually settling and loosely lying 
Hushing the latest traffic of the drowsy town: 
Deadening, muffling stifling its murmurs failing : 
Lazily and incessantly floating downand down: 

5 ilently sifting and veilin 4g road, roof and railing : 


Lines from a poem on “London Snow’ by Robert Bridges 


In his loneliness and foxedness he yearn eth 
towards the J ourneying Moon, and the stars 
that still sojourn, yet still move onward; and 
everywhere the blue sky belongs to them,and 1s 
their appointed rest,and their native country 
and ther own natural homes, which they enter 
unannounced, as lords that are certainly ex 


pected o Shas there is a silent Jey at their arrwal. 


A gloss of “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ by Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge, copied by Alfred Fairbank 


This last manuscript is the work of a calligrapher of today. If it seems 
| familiar to you it is because he has written the letter examples in this book. 
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Stage 8 is concerned with gathering together the straying 
members of the various families. I should say the first is 
related to both the ‘i’ family and the ‘n’ family: 
U 
It is two ‘is’, joined by extending the hair-line: 
LLUUU 

Perhaps we should revise the letter ‘i’ first. Will you turn 
back to Stage 2 and read the warnings and questions. Try a 
few to see if you have improved. 


Now for the ‘w’:: 
uuu 


Do you prefer this? 
ui uwowu 


It has a serif at the beginning, which is really our old 
friend again, the steep, delicate hair-line: 


OO CRs a a 


How does this differ from the beginning of the letter ‘n’? 
Do you agree that the ‘n’ begins with a hair-line, which is 
topped by a curve, whilst the ‘u’ begins with a hair-line that 
is topped by a point or sharp angle? Here they are together. 
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Can you make as good a row? 


nnn uuu nnn uuu nnn 


The pointed serif at the beginning of the “u’ can also be 
used at the beginning of an ‘i, or ‘t’, or T: 


itl 
Do not use serifs unless you can do them very well. They 


can look very attractive, but become positively ugly if the 
angle is wrong. Look at these awkward examples: 


CL Tt 
Because the serif is so ungainly, the whole letter becomes 
unbalanced. The hair-line can only go in one direction, and 


the hair-line at the beginning must travel just as steeply as 
the hair-line at the end: 


ak SO Maine & iene hc Ree 


Cit 


iutl [tut 
Are you happy about the letter ‘u’? Then let us try 


J 


There is the same pointed serif, the same running down 
stroke going below the line, but it ends with a push to the 
lett, which’ is hardly a curye at all; it 1s, i tact, almost a 
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straight line. What a contrast to the carefree swing of the ‘g'! 


J 


It is cautious and careful, quite a good letter for the 
beginning of a word like judge’. Practise it carefully and 
compare yours with the example. 

I hope by now, that you have partly succeeded in training 
your eyes to see what is before them, that you are developing 
critical eyes, eyes that can look closely and see things as they 
are. 

So look closely, and criticize your serif if it does not obey 
all the rules of hair-lines; criticize your down-stroke if it 
does not follow all the rules of the running down-stroke; 
criticize that ending if it is too long, too short, too round, too 


weak, too bold: gc An 
Pe He) 


This next letter is a cousin of several families. Can you 
name some? p 


Poe 
It is a little taller than the ‘j’ but shorter than the ‘t’. The 
second part is as high as the ‘j’, and it should remind you of 
the second part of the ‘b’ and, of course, of the ‘h’. There is 
that difficult elliptical shape slightly flattened at the bottom. 
Would you like to remind yourself of this by turning to 
‘Stage 4, continued’? 
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The letter “p’ is the letter that I found most tantalizing. 
Sometimes I thought my pen was bewitched, and could not 
believe that I had produced the letter that appeared. It either 
sagged feebly like this: p 


or the down-stroke slipped away like this: 


One girl remarked that it looked like an angry duchess 


sweeping along. But here is the correct letter: 


regal, dignified, princely. 


Let us practise it, taking care to keep it under control: 


lice eee 
pupupupu p jujujujujufs 
pepper paper pippin pupa pamper peaceful 
perfect placid pallid pensive pendant plum 


Can you write these words alphabetically? Write them as 
they are and then in alphabetical order. Be sure you know 
the meanings of all of them. Some, you will discover, have 
two meanings. 


56 


STAGE NINE 


This is the last stage of the normal alphabet. 

Over and over again, we have had to refer to the first and 
second stages, the very beginning. You will remember that 
I said it was the most important stage of all, and now, I 
expect you realize why I was anxious that your start should 
be a good one. 

One mistake in the first exercises could be corrected fairly 
easily; but if it were not corrected, if it were allowed to 
pass, to become a habit; if the mistake continued from one 
stage to another, then we could have little hope of producing 
that “thing of beauty’, of becoming first-class calligraphers, 
for we know only too well, that one letter grows from 
another. 

Our letters are all related one to another, and resemble each 
other, as sisters, brothers, aunts, uncles, cousins, resemble the 
grandparents. So if you discover you have one bad stroke or 
letter, a faulty pen position, or book position, put it right at 
the beginning. 

Here is our last family of letters, and, in order to under- 
stand our instructions quite clearly, we must return and con- 
sider once again Stages 1 and 2. 

To remind us I shall give overleaf the three strokes we 
practised then: 

awd 
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se a2 VO ee ee ao the delicate hair-line 
2, DOWN NNNNNNN the strong diagonal line 
3,DOWN Til lddd . ‘the running line we use for 


most letters 


The lines 1 and 3 are used together most frequently, par- 
ticularly in letters like: 


itInmhbradg q {pu 


The line 2, the strong diagonal line is used in the letter ‘s’, 
and in most of the letters we shall be studying today. 

The hair-line is used as it was in the ‘n’ and ‘m’. You 
remember that we used strokes 1 and 3 in this exercise: 


aii beni: aed) Guieae | 


Now we are going to use strokes 1 and 2: 
, ae ‘aa ‘tai a oe 


Look at the similarities and the differences between the 
two rows before you practise. The first stroke of both 
exercises is the same exactly; but in the second exercise we 
have a diagonal line instead of the normal running line. 

Here are the letters that belong to our last family: 


edu ii 


R 


The ‘v’, ‘w’ and ‘x’ must be perfectly symmetrical. These 


are not symmetrical: VUWWe 
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| 
j 
i 


| 
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but these are symmetrical: 


VWX 
VV AYA A VA 


Try to make some good shapes, singly at first, and then in 
joined groups to make a border design. Remember they 
have symmetry because they are well balanced, the angles 
and directions are good because a trained eye has been used. 

Do not go on to the next stage if you have not succeeded 
in perfecting your shapes. Here are the testing rules. 

1. Your pen must be held correctly. You know it is held 
correctly if your down strokes are thicker than the 
delicate up-stroke, the hair-line. 

2. The angles should not be too wide nor too narrow: 
judge carefully. 

3. The shapes should have a well-balanced symmetry, like 
a dancer on her ‘points’. 

4. The top level should be the same for all these letters, and 

that includes the middle angle of the ‘w’. 

Go on practising if you are not satisfied with your per- 
formance, and do not be too easily satisfied. 

Now let us start the ‘v’ as we did at the beginning of this 
chapter: ade aden ae aes 


Ae an 


and the “w’, not too wide; 


ee ae aay 


BS 
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and the ‘x’: 
Area ass UE rer Se AAO VAI Ce 


Gee eae Ae asst 1: MGs 
They are all still unfinished, but quite attractive. The last 
stage should only be done by those who like it and can do it. 
The small inward curve occurs only at the very end, and it 


does not make the last stroke higher than the rest. It is like a 
comma that has gone up instead of down: 


a et EE ee AS ee ea ee 


Practise them and afterwards look at these, and say what 
is wrong with them: 


{VV IAM OW ew FH Cr 


Do you agree with these answers? 
No. 1. Last stroke too high. 
2. Too wide. 
3. Not symmetrical. 
No. 4. Middle point not as high as others. 
5. [oo narrow. 
No. 6. Up-stroke and down-stroke cross at wrong point. 
Let us look again at the good examples of the ‘v’ and ‘w’. 
That curve at the end of the ‘v’ and ‘w’ is rather like the 
bow we make to our partners at the end of a dance; but not a 
deep bow, a slight bow, or a graceful nod. 
There is no nod to the lovely letter y 
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s Puew de hofo ae pu yune mbra 

Pers ; ir iz che “de ferce’ t pene: rine: 

Pid: Afi moleannt dl: mu s endtv aydiye: 
Er ance. eae crotal ai quel: mal fine“ 
Er ruornat ne le werrene menbrt.: 
Credo ee pus dolor "Odd fenere 

lo segus tanto auanti dyn destre/ 

Cc. huide caccidndo Si come solea 

‘M1 messi: i Bee hay bella e rudd: 
In und fonte’ i uid 

St atta quandol sol puc forte tearded 
lo werche dalera w/in nen mi at pas Q 
Scetti amurarla:ondella hebbe-t rgognd . 
Et per farne ‘wendet tat.o plate ‘Z 
Lacdud nel ude colle man rar & “arse 
N ero dive: fore VVA MENZOGNA: 
Chio fenn trarm dela: ae ymndgo - 
Et in un cero soluarw ¢ ud 

D1 selua mn selua donna m4 trastormo- 
Er ance deme can fut 0 bo flormo. 
| ane Zon 10 NON fu Mdl did fe nuol Dore: 

Che hey diftese in uk erin proggra.: 
Sich el foco di owen parte 5} Pe 
Ma hu ben fiamma chien bel oi re acctn|e 


Ech fu‘ fa 8 C eu i 
iilande lade tere et hes 


. ¢ ay ream gura el primo allovo 
lafeay’ ibe pur la fw dolce ombya 
Obn men bel pidcerc “del cov'me sombre. 


A page of a book of Petrarch’s poems, written in Italy, A.D. 1470 


The scribe has produced a book of the poems of Petrarch who lived from 
1304-74, six hundred years ago. Here we see a hand that is something like 
our own and we realize how much the western countries of Europe owe to 
Italy. Petrarch was one of the pioneers of a simpler more legible form of 
handwriting, and a pioneer and patron of many other excellent things. His 
life marked the beginning of the glorious period called the Renaissance. 
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As you can see, it is closely related to the ‘v’ and there is a 
suggestion of a trailing skirt, or is it like the spur of the dainty 
columbine? Do you think it is flower-like? 


idea © 5 de 


It sometimes reminds me of the reflection of an oar trailing 
in the water. 

That final stroke begins as stroke 3, the running down- 
stroke of the ‘1 and the ‘n’, but then it sways slightly, as 
though caught by a breeze or a ripple, and lightly it floats 
away. 

We have still some more we can do to complete the ‘x’ 
in our final group. Here is the 


xX 


I shall leave you to study it for yourself. 


Can you do these letters in the same way? Look at the 
strong diagonal stroke of the ‘k’: 


R 
hbhbhb bk bkbkbk 
kxkxkxkxkxkxk 


And now we come to the end of this first book. I have 
omitted one letter, but he shall take his right place at the end. 
Before he does so, let us revise our family groups and then 


the complete alphabet: 
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) 
4 
a 
i 
f 
§ 


a ae ee Oe eee 


a oe 


ee 


Ser 


STAGE NINE 


itl or itl 
0 
amhbr 


adgqc 
sf 
Wf 
vwyxck 


Z 
abcdefghifklmnopgrstuvwxyZ 
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Our final letter, the lone wanderer, is given plenty of 
freedom at the end. Look below and there he is. Does he 
remind you of a stately peacock trailing its plumage? Is that 
a group of mandarin ducks, or could it be the gleaming 


wake of a passing ship? 


BEACON WRITING BOOKS 
Editor and calligrapher: Alfred Fairbank, C.B.E. 


Books One and Two by Charlotte Stone, Slade Diploma in Fine Art, 
A.T.D., Senior Lecturer in Art, Whitelands College, (formerly Art 
Lecturer. at the Froebel Educational Institute), and Alfred Fairbank 

Teachers Book for Books One and Two by Charlotte Stone 

First and Second Supplements to Books One and Two by Alfred. Fairbank 
and Charlotte Stone 

Books Three and Four by Winifred Hooper, Head Teacher, a 
Primary School for Girls, Ealing. Calligraphy by Alfred Fairbank 

Books Five and Six by Alfred Fairbank 


Books One and Two. are for a using pencil, crayon or chalk and for 
the guidance of teachers. They provide pre-writing exercises, copies for 
learning to write the alphabets, numerals, names, phrases and verses. 

The Teachers’ Book deals with the principles of handwriting for the teaching 
of infants and it explains the use of Books One and Two. 

The First Supplement is a copy book of verses written in the style of 
Books One and Two. : 

The Second Supplement is intended for pupils still using pencil, but takes 
the script a further step by teaching serifs and joins. 

Books Three and Four are intended for juniors beginning to write with pen 
and ink but are valuable for older children and teachers. 

Books Five and Six are copy books for writing with pen and ink. 


